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Foot Balance And Lameness In Riding School Horses
Wins Royal Agricultural Society Of England Eqvalan Duo® Equine Student Award

A study of foot balance and lameness in riding school horses has won the Royal
Agricul tur al Society of Englandds OEqval an O
which celebrated its tenth anniversary this year.

The finals were held at Stoneleigh Park, War wickshire, on Friday 7™ November.

Laura Corbin from Warwickshire College reported her research on riding school

horses and developed an objective system to evaluate foot balance. She found
that horses with chronic foot conditions often had poor scores for foot balance and

so maintaining good foot balance could reduce lameness and provide long term

economic benefits.

Laura is currently undertaking a studentship with the Roslin Institute and a

Diploma at the University of Edinburgh in preparation forher Ph D and sai d oI
very happy. It was a challenge especially at the beginning, but it was definitely

worth all of the hard worko.

Her wi nning thesis: OFoot bal ance and | ame
selected from research theses submitted by Univ ersities in the UK and Ireland.

Laura beat off four other finalists in a presentation of her study which judges

Professor Graham Suggett, Dr Emma Batson (Merial Animal Health), Dr Pat Harris

(Mars Horsecare Ltd), and Alison Bridge (Horse & Rider Editor) described as

of ascinating and extremely useful informatio

Second prize winner was Charlotte White of Nottingham Trent University for her
dissertation: An investigation into the occlusal secondary dentine thickness in
horses of different ages.

Charlotte studied secondary dentine which grows around teeth and protects the
tooth pulp from damage and infection. In particular she found that the amount of
secondary dentine around the top of cheek teeth did not increase as horses grew
older and concluded that, contrary to frequent practice, horses of different ages
should be treated the same when performing dental procedures.

Dr Emma Batson of sponsors, Merial Animal Health congratulated all the finalists

and said: 0 The entries nndtleeradard aises d¢véryeyear 0 all the
finalists were outstanding, and certainly good enough to have won in previous
years, but the judges were unani mous that La

To listen to the winner and sponsors podcast please visit www.rase.org.uk .

- ENDS


http://www.rase.org.uk/

Notes to Editors
About Royal Agricultural Society of England

Since 1838, The Royal Agricultural Society of England has played a leading role in the
development of British agricultur e and a vibrant rural economy through the uptake of good
science, the promotion of best practice and a coordinated, impartial approach to wide -ranging
rural issues. Today the Society's work includes support for business and social welfare in rural
communit ies, education, and world famous shows and events
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Alison Bridge
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