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Tree disease is part of 
natural woodland 

ÅDisease creates dead 
and decaying wood

ÅDying trees provide 
canopy gaps

But can have too much of 
a good thing!



Trees are at risk

ÅAttention on impact on commercial crops (RBNB)

BUT

ÅOaks generally high risk 

ÅAlder, ash, beech all have disease problems

ÅElm ïrecent and pre -historic catastrophic declines

ÅChestnut blight in America



What factors control likely 
nature conservation impact?
Å Disease characters 

ïFast or slow killer

ïSingle tree, groups or stands

ïRate and mechanism of spread

ïHost specificity 

Å Host tree factors

ïRarity 

ïAssociated other species

ïAge class affected

ïMajor or minor woodland component

Å Site/management factors

ïSoil conditions as pre -disposers

ïPotential for management control



Collateral effects

ÅDifferent invertebrates/lichens/fungi associated 
with different trees

ïTaxonomic factors

ïLength of time in the UK

ïAbundance in woodland

ÅRichness of communities of which tree is part

@Roger Key



Loss of rare species?

ÅEndemic whitebeams 

ïDisease could cause global extinction 

ïLimited other impact!


