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Tree disease Is part of
natural woodland ENGLAND

A Disease creates dead
and decaying wood

A Dying trees provide
canopy gaps
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But can have too much of
a good thing!



Trees are at risk NATURAL
A Attention on impact on commercial crops (RBNB)

BUT

A Oaks generally high risk

A Alder, ash, beech all have disease problems

A Elm i recent and pre -historic catastrophic declines

A Chestnut blight in America
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What factors control likely
nature conservation impact? ENGLAND

A Disease characters
I Fast or slow killer
I Single tree, groups or stands
I Rate and mechanism of spread
I Host specificity
A Host tree factors
I Rarity
I Associated other species
I Age class affected
I Major or minor woodland component
A Site/management factors
I Soil conditions as pre -disposers
I Potential for management control



Collateral effects D

A Different invertebrates/lichens/fungi associated
with different trees

Taxonomic factors
I Length of time in the UK
Abundance in woodland
A Rlchness of communities of WhICh tree |s part
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Loss of rare species?

A Endemic whitebeams
I Disease could cause global extinction
I Limited other impact!
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